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What Hope Looks Like
It's astonishing what can happen in a week. This summer, during
the last week of July, campers from six different youth groups worked
together to make critical home repairs to two homes in Oxford. The
tr
ansformation was phenomenal.
Campers worked alongside their adult chaperones and our Good
Neighbors project managers to help an older couple, one of whom is
disabled and confined to a wheelchair. They replaced the roof, power
washed and then painted the home's exterior, painted the shutters,
replaced an entry door, and painted the shed. By the end of the week,
the homeowner was in tears as she
prayed a blessing over everyone who
had worked on her home.
Just a few miles away, another team worked on a widow's home. Her husband recently
died, and she is living on a fixed income that is approximately half of what it used to be.
The group replaced her roof and siding, repaired and painted trim, and rebuilt a small
deck. Imagine her relief to have this work completed at no cost to her.
At Good Neighbors we say that we restore hope by repairing homes, and that truth
was abundantly clear during this
hot July week. Youth and adults,
volunteers and project managers,
came together to turn things
around for two families. Now these homeowners will go into the fall
and winter without worry about cold air and leaking roofs.
Throughout the week, experienced volunteers noted that one
reason volunteering with Good Neighbors is so gratifying is that
you can see the results so quickly. There's no wondering whether
your time investment mattered. The proof is right before everyone's
eyes.
Sometimes hope looks like a roof or a door that actually works.
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"Proverbs Children" Bring New Hope to Oxford Homeowners
Proverbs 22:6 declares, "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not depart from
it." This is well-known truth about parenting. It is as true now as it was in Old Testament times.
This summer, as we have for the past eighteen years, high schoolers from area youth groups took a week out of
their schedules to serve God by helping repair homes. Because the work is hard and the weather is hot, we often
say they are "sacrificing" their time. However, the joy of serving is its own reward, not to mention the acquisition
of new skills and the ability to work as part of a team. Further, we had vibrant worship and teaching each night by
volunteers who are helpers in the "training."
Training up children in the way they should go includes providing opportunities for them to volunteer and
help others. Appreciation, teamwork, empathy, and faith - these are some of the ways we are preparing the next
generation of young citizens and leaders.
In addition to the larger July Youth Camp, we sponsored a DIY camp in June for a church group that can handle their own camp logistics. These camp weeks bless the volunteers as well as the homeowners. We call this the
bilateral blessing of service.
Will you join us next summer?
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