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Right to left: Faith, Shantra, Amelia, Emma, Cambria,
Benjamin, Eden, Abby, Maxon, and Richard Rogers

Making Room for Jesus
This year Good Neighbors had the privilege of helping a family of seventeen in
Oxford. In 2004 Richard and Shantra Rogers thought their family was complete
after their three children were born and they had adopted two girls and a boy out
of foster care. But then Richard and Shantra made room in their hearts for Emma,
a 28-week-old micro-preemie with Down syndrome and a variety of medical
issues. She came home from the hospital at nine months on hospice, yet this fall she
celebrated her tenth birthday. It was Emma who taught the Rogers that kids with
extensive medical needs thrive when brought out of hospitals and into a loving
family.
The Rogers contacted us because they desperately needed a first-floor
handicapped bathroom for their young son Ben. Shantra said, "There are very few
people who will take on some of the needs that our kids have. By the time we were
contacted about adopting Ben, there weren't many people left to ask."
Ben, who wasn't expected to live to be a year, came home with Richard and
Shantra when he was two months old; he is now three! His bed is in the family's
living room to make sure he isn't isolated. Unfortunately, Ben is too heavy and
spastic to safely carry to the family's only full bathroom on the second floor of the
house. Good Neighbors will soon complete an adaptable full bathroom on the first
floor of the Rogers' home. Shantra said, "We walk out in faith knowing that God is
going to provide, and He will carry us through. God is doing things and working
behind the scenes, and we don't always see it."
We are so grateful for our donors who work behind the scenes to bless our
homeowners. In this Christmas season, it is our hope that you make room in your
hearts for the great hope of Jesus and all that He wants to do in your life and the
lives of those you touch. Merry Christmas!

Dear Friends,
Over 150 years ago, Emily Elliott wrote the hymn "There is Room in my Heart for
Thee." Here's the refrain:
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart for Thee.
In this Christmas season we think about being with friends and family. In this newsletter you will read about the Rogers family, a loving couple who have filled their home with
children with special needs. Richard and Shantra have so much love to share, and they
made room in their home for these precious young ones.
What about you and me this Christmas? What are we filling our days with? There are
many worthwhile activities and people, but can we find a place in our hearts to welcome
the Babe of Bethlehem? He came so that we might have life, and life eternal with Him in
Heaven.
At Good Neighbors Home Repair, we endeavor to Restore Hope by Repairing Homes.
However, we can only do so in a temporal way—our repairs will eventually decay. We
remind our client homeowners that they can have eternal hope and eternal life by opening
their hearts to One who provides the ultimate restoration.
This Christmas, please join us in celebrating the good news of our Savior, born in
Bethlehem. Joy is ours, because we are loved forever.
Merry Christmas!

Harold Naylor, Jr.
Executive Director

Becoming
means strong and timely funding that allows Good Neighbors to deliver
who are in need of critical home repairs.
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Visit GoodNeighborsHomeRepair.org and click the ‘Give Monthly’ button.
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